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TO URGE the community
to partake in climate
change, Bombay Natural

History Society’s Conservation
Education Centre (CEC) in asso-
ciation with ENVIS of the state
Environment Department is or-
ganising a two-day workshop on
‘Green Lifestyles’ for housing so-
cieties starting on August 20.

“Conservation should begin at
home. Nowadays, children are
more aware of environmental is-
sues than adults, who wield more

power to influence those around
them. So we thought why not in-
troduce an element of environ-

mental responsibility in adults
who have a say in the functioning
and work towards the society’s
welfare,” said Dr V Shubha-
laxmi, head of CEC.

The workshop will educate
people by involving them in
methods of waste segregation,
rain harvesting, plantation, ver-
micomposting and energy con-
servation in ways that they can
adopt in their own homes and
housing societies. “We don’t
want to preach, but actually pro-
vide practical learning and re-
sources to those who want to em-
brace this change,” said

Shubhalaxmi. CEC will also fol-
low up with participants after the
workshop to assist them in their
endeavour.

Other issues affecting a hous-
ing society such as water logging,
green spaces and how to establish
an Advanced Locality Manage-
ment (ALM) will also be dis-
cussed in detail. There will be a
brainstorming session on unique
green ideas which can be
adopted.

E-Incarnation, an electronic
waste recycling company, will set
up a bin at the workshop to col-
lect end-of-life waste from the

participants and dispose it in
their recycling plant in an envi-
ronment friendly way. “We’ll also
educate people on the hazards of
this waste and how it can be han-
dled effectively in responsible
and basic ways,” said Gaurav
Mardia, CEO of the company.

The event is funded by ENVIS
as part of its project ‘Green ideas’
which gives support to innovative
and sustainable environment-re-
lated initiatives. Thirty-one hous-
ing societies from all over the city
and Thane have already regis-
tered for the event but CEC is
hoping for more visitors.

MEMBERS WILL BE TAUGHT EASY-TO-ADOPT METHODS FOR ENVIRONMENT-FRIENDLY HOMESON A MISSION

Go green workshop for housing societies
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NOW, a premier engineer-
ing institute like Indian
Institute of Technology

(IIT), Bombay, is considering the
feasibility of offering a MD-PhD
programme jointly with an organi-
sation which will be part of the
healthcare consortium being initi-
ated by the institute. The primary
objective of the consortium is to
have joint educational and training
programmes and research projects
which are mutually beneficial.

Letters of intent to be part of the
consortium have been recently
sent to organisations including
Tata Memorial Hospital, KEM
Hospital, National Institute for
Research in Reproductive Health
(NIRRH), Advanced Centre for
Treatment, Research and Educa-
tion in Cancer and Strand Life Sci-
ences and Span Diagnostics. Not
just this, students of IIT Bombay,
who are keen on doing bio-med-
ical research, will soon be able to
intern at these organisations.

“Several aspects have been
considered. We are exploring the

feasibility of a joint MD-PhD
programme with one of our part-
ners. It could be on the lines of
our dual degree programmes
(Btech-MTech or Mtech-PhD)
which help save time and assures
seamless transition. Since we are a
technology institute, starting a
medical course is not an easy task.
It involves lot of groundwork and
permissions from regulatory bod-
ies like Medical Council of India.
The primary aim is to look at
ways to integrate lifesciences into
our engineering programmes,”
said the office of the dean of Re-

search and Development (R&D),
IIT Bombay.

Currently, IIT Kharagpur has
plans to introduce a medical
school which will offer MBBS,
MS and MD courses, subject to
approval.

Joint electives for students is an-
other area which is being consid-
ered. The institute is also looking
at the possibility of introducing
bio-design fellowships. Teaching
programmes and refresher courses
for practitioners and clinicians, on
the lines of continuing/distance
medical education programmes,

are also being planned.
While bio-medical research and

teaching has been a long-term fo-
cus at IIT Bombay, the consortium
is a step in that direction. Till now,
research has been targeted to the
treatment of various diseases in-
cluding cancer, orthopedic condi-
tions, infectious diseases, cardiac,
respiratory and neurological disor-
ders. It includes the development
of targeted therapies for cancer,
new modalities to treat tuberculosis
and parasitic diseases, designing
novel orthopedic implants, mini-
mally invasive forms of drug deliv-

ery among others.
“Several key facilities at the clin-

ical level will be available to us
now. The consortium will help
translate more technologies into
products which are of help to our
society. Cancer research and drugs
related to cancer treatment will re-
main a key focus with our part-
ners,” said the R&D office.

A “healthcare innovation cen-
tre”, which will primarily look at
making products and prototypes,
is also on the anvil at IIT Bombay.
Funding has been sought for the
proposed centre.

IIT Bombay plans to offer MD-PhD programme
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AFTER allegedly being denied
of their rightful wages for almost
six years, the staff at the Bai Jer-
bai Wadia Children Hospital has
claimed it continues to be grossly
underpaid.

Since the hospital’s last grade
revision in 2005, the staff has yet
to receive salaries commensu-
rate with their counterpart Bri-
hanmumbai Municipal Corpora-
tion (BMC) hospitals’
employees, they said.

“I have been working here for
the past 32 years and get a paltry
salary of 17,000 per month, while
another staff member from
KEM Hospital, who is much ju-
nior to me, is paid Rs 35,000,”
said Nirmala Sannake, registrar
at the Wadia Hospital and a
member of the hospital union.
The nurses here are paid Rs
9,000, whereas the salary of a
nurse in other BMC hospitals is
about Rs 18,000.

According to hospital sources,
the discrepancy is due to the
clash of interests between the
BMC and the Wadia Trust.”The
trust members have not been en-
tirely transparent with their ex-
penditure records. The BMC has
demanded that they have regu-
lar audits, which the trust mem-
bers have not yet done,” said
Uday Bhatt, a hospital union
leader.

The revisions of the Sixth Pay
Commission have been imple-

mented in other BMC hospitals
but are yet to be applied in Wa-
dia Hospital. After repeated
talks with the health minister, a
committee was formed four
months ago to look into the is-
sue. A report was to be submit-
ted within 45 days of its forma-
tion, but nothing concrete has
come up from that either.

The BMC has remained tight-
lipped on the issue. Calling it a
‘controversial’ topic, a senior
BMC official said they have
done all they could at their end.
“All the annual grants for the
hospital have been disbursed by
the BMC. The revisions of the
Sixth Commission are in the
process of being finalised and
will be applied at the Wadia Hos-
pital as and when they are made.
If it’s a matter of finance, I’m
sure there are ways that the trust
can raise money to pay their
staff,” said the civic official.

The Wadia Trust, too, has re-
fused to take responsibility for
the situation and has passed the
buck to the BMC. “We have ap-
proached the BMC several times
but they have still not released
the funds,” said an official from
the Wadia group, who did not
wish to named.

“The trust members refuse to
pay our dues and they are not
even recruiting fresh staff. As a
result of this tussle between the
BMC and the hospital trust, the
staff members, and more impor-
tantly the patients, are getting af-
fected,” said Bhatt.

Wages revised in
2005, but still

underpaid: Wadia
Hospital employees
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THE Mumbai Police Crime
Branch is now in touch with pass-
port authorities and the police in
Kolkata and Bangalore to probe
how gangster Santosh Shetty,
who was deported to the city
from Thailand last Friday, man-
aged to procure passports under
the names Nicholas Sharma and
Nick Sharma respectively from
these two cities.

According to Crime Branch
sources, some arrests were likely
from the passport offices in these
two cities.

“We are working out some
leads on who issued the two
passports in Kolkata and Banga-
lore, and are in touch with au-
thorities there,” said Additional
Commissioner of Police (Crime)
Deven Bharti.

Shetty was brought to the city
in an operation carried out by
the Anti-Extortion Cell of the
Crime Branch in co-ordination
with the Thai Police.

While there are 12 prior of-
fences registered against Shetty
in Mumbai, he has initially been
arrested for travelling on a fake
Indian passport, and will be ar-
rested in the other cases subse-
quently.

Sources said Shetty was also
carrying a Danish passport.

However, the Crime Branch
does not have details of the pass-
port since the Thai Police seized
it from Shetty.

“They were unwilling to hand
over the Danish passport to the
Mumbai Police, since it was a po-
tentially delicate issue that could
have jeopardised his deportation
to India by creating hassles with
Danish authorities,” said an of-
ficer.

Crime Branch officers said
they were also yet to confirm
Shetty’s claim that he had shot
dead gangster Bharat Nepali in
a beach bungalow in Pattaya and
dumped his body in the sea.

“We are still verifying his
claims. There is no official
record of Bharat Nepali staying
in Thailand, as he must have
been using an alias. And if his
body was indeed dumped in the
sea, it becomes even further diffi-
cult for the police to verify
Shetty’s claim,” said Bharti.
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CONSISTENT rainfall in the
catchment areas has increased the
levels of three major lakes supply-
ing water to the city. According to
the BMC data, Tansa is 0.89 me-
tre short of the overflowing mark
while Vehar and Upper Vaitarna
are falling short by 0.21 metre and
1.4 metres respectively. Modak-
sagar and Tulsi lakes had started
overflowing in mid-July.

Out of the total annual supply
quantity of 13.5 lakh million litres,
the current available water con-
tent in the six lakes has already
crossed the 10 lakh million litre
mark, with over a month of mon

soon still left.
Heavy rainfall over the past one

week in the catchment areas has
added 1.5 lakh million litres of wa-
ter to the total stock availability in
all the six lakes. From 8.6 lakh mil-
lion litres on August 8, the total

quantum rose to 10.10 lakh mil-
lion litres on Tuesday.

An official from the Hydraulic
Engineering Department said
about 3/4 of the total water re-
quirement has already been met.
“We are still waiting for Bhatsa to

get filled till the brim. It is the
biggest lake and is still six metres
away from the overflowing limit.
We hope that it continues raining
like this till mid-September at
least,” said the official. Bhatsa and
Upper Vaitarna are the biggest

lakes that account for 59 per cent
and 18 per cent of the total water
supply respectively.

In the first week of July, BMC
announced it had enough water
supply for 50 days after being crit-
icised by corporators for the fail-
ure to have a plan B in case of a
water crisis. At present the total
water availability in the lakes is
10,10,768 million litres as com-
pared to 9,96,708 million litres on
the same day last year. The official
said now it is safe to assume that
supply of water will be uninter-
rupted till the next monsoon. The
civic body supplies about 3,350
million litres of water to the city in
a day as opposed to the total de-
mand of about 4,200 mld.

LAKES FULL SUPPLY LOWEST TODAY’S TODAY’S TODAY’S RAINFALL USEFULL
LEVEL IN DRAWABLE LEVEL IN LEVEL IN RAINFALL IN MM ON CONTENT
METRES IN METRES METRES METRES IN MM SAME DAY (IN MILLION

(2011) (2010) (2011) ( 2010) LITRES)

MODAKSAGAR 163.15 143.26 163.15 163.15 2 0 1,28,925
TANSA 128.63 118.87 127.74 128.54 8.6 0 1,28,138
VEHAR 80.12 73.92 79.91 79.62 1.4 27.2 26,554
TULSI 139.17 131.07 139.19 139.22 4 45 8,046
UPPER VAITARNA 603.51 595.13 602.05 600.65 13.4 0 1,79,963
BHATSA 142.07 100 135.2 135.85 11.4 0 5,39,142

REASON TO CHEER

Rain pushes three more lakes to the brim
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AROUND 1,000 employees of
Central Railway, including mo-
tormen, will gather in front of
the divisional railway manager’s
office on Wednesday to support
Anna Hazare’s agitation. How-
ever, they claimed train services
won’t be disrupted by the stir.

Some of the employees will
also join the protest at Azad
Maidan after working hours to
support Hazare, who is fighting
for a strong Lokpal Bill.

“Anna’s detention is unconsti-
tutional. It’s a very sad state of
affairs,” said Sikander Khan, a
senior motorman. “But we will

not stop the services. We don’t
want to trouble public in any
way, even Anna doesn’t want
that,” he added.

In April, these employees had
pledged their support to the

Gandhian. “Fighting against
corruption is everyone’s right
and our whole staff is with
Anna,” said Venu Nair, divi-
sional secretary of National Rail-
way Mazdoor Union. The union,
affiliated to the Hind Mazdoor
Sabha, has about 40,000 railway
employees registered with it in
Mumbai.

However, the Central Railway
Mazdoor Sangh, another union
of CR employees affiliated with
the Indian National Trade Union
Congress, will not join the
protests, said V P S Rastogi,
working president of the union.

The union has about 75,000
railway employees registered
with it all over the country.

CR staff pledge support for Hazare City cops probing how
Shetty got fake passports
from Kolkata, BangaloreEXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AUGUST 16

WITH his controversial film, Not A Love Story, releasing this Friday, direc-
tor Ram Gopal Varma has organised a special screening of the movie for
the residents of Dheeraj Solitaire, the society where Neeraj Grover was al-
legedly killed. The screening will take place at Fame Inorbit, Malad, at 9
pm on Wednesday.

The filmmaker said, “Since the actual murder happened there, I
thought it would make for a unique experience for the residents of the so-
ciety to see how it could have happened.” The film has actress Mahie Gill
playing the character modelled on Maria Susairaj, whereas Deepak Do-
brial steps into Jerome’s shoes. Grover’s character is being played by actor
Ajay Gehi. The director earlier fought against Susairaj and Jerome’s indi-
vidual requests for pre-screenings in order to gauge whether it portrays
them in the wrong light.

However, now, Varma has offered to show the film to Susairaj “to see
her reaction”. Susairaj has not yet reverted to the director’s request.

Solitaire residents to get special
screening of Not A Love Story

An artist gives finishing touches to a Ganesha idol in Parel on Tuesday. PRASHANT NADKAR

Hospital authorities, civic body pass
the buck, blame each other

IIT Bombay

Shetty was
brought to the city in an
operation carried out by
the Anti-Extortion Cell of
the Crime Branch in co-
ordination with the Thai
Police

A supporter at Azad Maidan
on Tuesday.
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